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Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Resource Collection Kickoff
 

(Dallas, TX--) Joyce Houston of Dallas, confined to a wheelchair by a stroke and living on a limited income, is caring for two active granddaughters, ages 10 and 16.

Several months ago, her gas was disconnected. "I was just devastated," said Houston. Then she learned about the Dallas County KinCare Network from a flyer her youngest granddaughter brought home from school.

"With their excellent help, the gas was reconnected, and now they are helping me get bunk beds and school uniforms for the girls," said Houston.

The Dallas County KinCare Network was created through a partnership between the City of Dallas and AARP with funding from a three-year, minority outreach New York Life Foundation grant. The project unites AARP and the city with other non-profit organizations, school districts and the Area Agency on Aging on projects to support grandparents raising a second generation of children. "We can accomplish more as a group than we ever could individually," said Susan Williams, associate state director for AARP Texas.

On March 2 at 1p.m. it also will open its first Grandparent Information Center (GIC), with support from the Dallas library system, to provide books, KinCare materials, and support groups for grandparents. The first GIC will be located at the Audelia Road Branch of the Dallas public library located at 10045 Audelia Road (Audelia Road and Church Street).  Special guest will be Dr. Hanoch McCarty author of Chicken Soup for the Grandparents’ Soul.  Dr. McCarty will share heartfelt stories about the awesome power of grandparents and sign free copies of his book for the first 200 people.
"Grandparents will have access to a wealth of information," said Williams. "For instance, they can tap into our warmline, AARP's benefits checkup program and find specific information addressed to their needs."

The need in Texas is great – some 450,000 children under the age of 18 are being raised by their grandparents, ranking Texas second behind California in the number of grandparent-headed households. 
To reach the Dallas County KinCare Network call our warmline at 214-265-1866 

AARP's extensive grandparenting site at www.aarp.org/grandparents has information on caring for your grandchildren, including those with special needs; spending time with them; and where to look for resources and assistance.

 AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization that helps people 50+ have independence, choice and control in ways that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a whole.  We produce AARP The Magazine, published bimonthly; AARP Bulletin, our monthly newspaper; AARP Segunda Juventud, our bimonthly magazine in Spanish and English; NRTA Live & Learn, our quarterly newsletter for 50+ educators; and our website, www.aarp.org. AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. We have staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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